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Abstract: 
 
Historically, most associations’ ethical standards speak to the Good, - What should 
professionals do to be ethical.  They should be good communicators, good 
collaborators, good service providers etc.    These definitions have strong cultural 
foundations.  The Washington State Code of Conduct was implemented in the early 
1990s and represents the Bad – what you should not do e.g. falsification of data, 
abandonment of generally recognized professional standards etc.  The Code specifies 
different levels of sanctions and their burden of proof.     School Psychologists are 
certified by OSPI and unethical behavior can be punished by the OSPI’s Office of 
Professional Practice (OPP).  Punishment comes in one of three forms:  revocation of 
one’s certificate, suspension of one’s certificate, or a reprimand.  How do the NASP 
ethical standards and Code of Conduct coexist?  How are they different from ethics 
around the world and how does culture influence these?  What are the implications for 
professional practice?   
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